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Mediterranean Reflections

or November’s
]F recital Elefthe-

ria Kotzia of-
fered an excellent pro-
gramme suffused with
the colour and atmo-
sphere of the Mediter-
ranean. Her usual sen-
sitivity and wide tonal
range were well to the
fore throughout the
evening. Miss Kotzia
knows how to exploit
the full range of the
guitar to excellent ef-
fect.

Notable moments
came during John
Tavener’s “Chant” in

which the performer is
instructed to hum in
unison with the guitar,
and during the four
Greek Dances. In both
cases Miss Kotzia
drew forth sounds and
colours from the in-
strument which were
totally unlike the stan-
dard guitar repertoire.
The evening was all
the better for it.

All  the original
works in the pro-
gramme were written
in the 20th century,
giving the recital a very
focussed, contempo-
rary feel and again of-
fering an alternative to
the more common
pattern of recital
amongst professional

Eleftheria Kotzia at the Old School Concert Hall

guitarists.

Eleftheria Kotzia is a
performer who com-
bines technique with
great sensitivity in in-
terpreting the music

she performs. We
look forward to her re-
turn to the Club in
coming seasons.

Simon Burnham
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A Happy and Prosperous
New Year to vou all!

Snowman
punch drunk at
Christmas!

man, the cre-

A\ ation of Pam

Davis, greeted an un-
precedented number of
members and guests to
this year's Christmas
Party. Judging by his ex-
pression he had con-
sumed a large quantity of
the hot punch, magically
brewed and dispensed
by Michael Royall, which
warmed our  spirits
throughout the evening.

The proceedings com-
menced with solo and
ensemble performances
in a festive vein, includ-
ing the first performance
by the Felice Ensemble,
and culminating in a ren-
dition of several of Spike
Milligan’s animal poems,
set to music by John
Duarte, and performed
with great style and wit
by John and Claudia Ed-
wards.

Next came food and,
to the excitement of
younger members, the
raffle, with a range of
prizes donated by one
and all. The evening
concluded with carols
sung around the piano,
to Nina’s accompani-
ment. These included a
virtuoso performance of
the Twelve Days of
Christmas, led by Pam
and accompanied by as-
sorted pops, bangs,

(Continued on page 2 col 4)
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Guitar-making in the 21st century

t a well-
attended club
evening on

25th November, a fasci-
nated audience heard
Stewart Adamson ex-
plain the theories behind
the latest developments
in guitar-making. Taking
as his starting points the
statement that as a me-
chanical system the gui-
tar is only 5% efficient,
and John Williams’ as-
sertion that the guitar is
due for a re-think, Stew-
art identified the main
strands of contemporary
development. He con-
trasted those makers us-
ing ultra-thin sound-
boards, such as Small-
man in Australia, with
others such as Kascha
and Schneider in the
States and himself in the
UK who are experiment-
ing with much thicker
soundboards. One prac-
tical advantage Stewart
claims for the thicker
soundboard is that it has
a working lifetime up-
wards of ten times that of
a thin soundboard.
Re-positioning of the
soundhole is another fea-

ture of the Kascha-
Schneider school. Stew-
art explained that its tra-
ditional place in the cen-
tre weakens the sound-
board, requiring a large
central strut which re-
duces the vibrating area
of the soundboard by al-
most half. Moving the
soundhole to one side
adjacent to the neck, and
using radial instead of
fan strutting, dramati-
cally increases the vibrat-
ing area. This helps to
achieve one of Stewart’s
main goals, that of in-
creasing the sustain and
penetration of the instru-

ment. These features
were amply demon-
strated later in the

evening when members
had the chance to play
two of his guitars.
Stewart paid tribute
to the encouragement he
has received from
Stepan Rak, who has
been playing his instru-
ments for some time
now and giving useful
feedback on their perfor-
mance in concert condi-
tions. Stewart told of
how, after a recital in a

Stewart demonstrates his vacuum table

venue notorious for its
poor acoustic, one well
known critic asked
Stepan what amplifica-
tion he had been using!

Under construction
is a new instrument for
Stepan which Stewart
hopes to complete in the
spring. This will incorpo-
rate several new features
including strings tied
through the soundboard,
rather than on the bridge,
thus reducing the strain
on the bridge; a fan-
shaped base for the
bridge which will im-
prove the transmission of
the bass notes to the
soundboard; and a float-
ing back to reinforce the
resonance of the sound-
board.

After the talk, mem-
bers were interested to
see Stewart demonstrate

some of his guitar-
making equipment,
which bore ingenious

testimony to his back-
ground as an engineer
and tool-maker. Of great
interest was a vacuum
table which enables

enormous, yet even,
pressure to be applied
when gluing struts to the
soundboard, and has the
added advantage that it
sucks all the moisture
out of the adhesive, thus
ensuring a better and
longer-lasting bond.

Our thanks are due to
Stewart for giving us a
truly fascinating insight
into the latest develop-
ments in guitar design,
the moreso as he was
suffering from a severe
attack of ‘flu at the time.

We look forward to a
return visit, and to seeing
his new guitars in action
in the hands of Stepan
Rak in due course.

Richard Prior

(Continued from pagel col 4)
squeaks and rattles from
a variety of impromptu
musical instruments.

Our thanks, as always,
go to all who contributed
to the enjoyment of the
evening, whether by per-
formance, prizes or
catering. All in all the
party was a great suc-
cess.
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A surprise package from Versailles

large  wintry
A\ moon and
hard frosty

night marked the return
of the Quatuor de Gui-
tares de Versailles to the
West Sussex Guitar Club
on Saturday 9th Decem-
ber. Inside, the crisp
notes of a Boccherini
quintet rang through the
Old School Concert Hall
with crystal clarity.

In a programme se-
lected to surprise, stimu-
late, entrance and
amuse, items were cho-
sen with the greatest
care, with Leo Brouwer’s
impressionistic  Cuban
Landscape con Rumba
following the opening
quintet. The insistent
clang of the church bell
sounded over the corru-
gated iron roofs of the
shanty towns with their
dulled cacophony of
noise, contrasting with
the freshness and fluidity
of the natural landscape.

The following haunt-
ing swing rhythms of As-
tor Piazolla’s Invierno
Portefio were similarly
juxtaposed with the
more intellectualised ex-
ploration of the dimen-
sionality of sound in
Leonardo Balada’s
Apuntes. The barred
staccato Verticals con-
trasted with the scalar
Planes; the multi-layered
Strata with the delicacy
of Heights as the audi-
ence strained to catch
the tiniest droplet of
sound; and all variations
were recapitulated in the
final Insistencies.

The post-interval pro-
gramme opened with
the first-ever perfor-

Quatuor de Guitares de Versailles

mance of Franz Con-
stant’s Caractéres, com-
prising bright optimistic
sketches completed
shortly before the ar-
rangements for the con-
cert. John Duarte’s lyri-
cal Concerto Demo-
cratico preceded an ar-
rangement of the capti-

vating pianola-style
theme tune of Fellini’'s
Eight and a Half; the play-
ers, like clowns, de-
serted the stage in a final
joke shared by the audi-
ence.

The Quartet gave two
performances on this
tour, in Bognor and the

Chapel Royal, Brighton.
Each member of the
Quartet, founded in 1987,
has won national and in-
ternational prizes and the
Quartet has made sev-
eral TV broadcasts.

Angela MacTavish

Don’t miss Simon Dinnigan: 7.30pm Saturday

13th January at the

b

|5

ham.

»

ent

_l School Concert Hall

or our first recital in the
New Year we are fortunate
to have Simon Dinnigan,
an artist of international standing
and now Professor of Guitar at the
Conservatoire of Music in Birming-

The January ‘96 edition of Clas-
sical Guitar magazine says of Simon:

“.now a seasoned performer of
some 12 years standing, but still
young enough to be called promis-
ing. A fine fone, a searnless trernolo,
loads of expression and a nifty turn
of speed all make Sirmon a major tal-

Tickets £5.50 (members), £7.00
(non-members), under 14 half price.

Don’t miss it!
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Chichester Music Festival - February 1996

oving the Gui-
M[ tar section of
the Chichester
Music Festival to the Old
School Concert Hall has
proved to be very suc-
cessful. The hospitable
atmosphere of the Hall,
together with the close
involvement of Guitar
Club members have
helped both the partici-
pants and the audience
to benefit from and enjoy
this annual event.

The most encourag-
ing sign of the Festival's
popularity is no doubt the
number of entries, which
is up 50% on last year! As
a result, the schedule this
year will see the events
spread evenly over two
days.

The guitar classes will
be as follows:

Saturday 10th (up to
18yrs)
Solo novice
Solo beginners
(<grade 4)
Solo intermediate
(grade 4+)
Solo Bach
Duet (under 14)
Duet (14+)
Trio/quartet
Orchestra
Junior recital

Sunday 11th (18yrs+)
Solo novice
Solo intermediate
Duet
Trio/quartet
Ensemble with any
other instrument
Orchestra
Solo (open)
Solo Bach (open)
Solo recital (open)

Both days commence

at 11:00am. Times of in-
dividual classes can be
obtained from Sasha on
01243 866162.

The adjudicator on
the first day will be the
superb musician and
very interesting teacher,
Nicola Hall. Adjudicat-
ing on the second day
will be a guitarist of no
lesser standing than
Charles Ramirez, Pro-
fessor of Guitar at the

Royal College of Music,
London. The memories
of his two brilliant perfor-
mances for our club
must surely continue to
be an inspiration.

Most of the classes
have a good number of
entries and this will be
both encouraging for the
participants and interest-
ing for the audience.

Please do come along
to support all the players

and exercise your judge-
ment in spotting the
emerging talents of today
and stars of tomorrow.

And please, if you can
help in any way during
the two days, your efforts
will add to the success of
one of the most stimulat-
ing events in the guitar
life of our county.

Sasha Levtov

Worthing Festival Winners

The Club had
considerable success at
the Worthing Festival
held on 11th November.
Regis Guitars made their
first appearance and
gained first place in the
ensemble class, playing
Pantomime by Mozart

and a Gavotte by Bach.

Other placings were:
Novice (under 16)

1st; Robert Verheul
Solo (under 13)

1st: Jack Enticott

2nd: Alexander lles;
Bach class

1st: Jack Enticott

2nd: Alexander lles;
Duet/Trio

2nd: Tim Smithen and

Jack Enticott;
Solo (under 15)

1st: Tim Smithen.

Our congratulations to
all the above on their
splendid performances!

Library News

New to the video library
is “The Seville Concert” - In
the first part John Williams
plays at the Alcazar Palace;
the second part profiles
John at home in England
and Australia including a
discussion with Paco Perfia.

Also new is an audio cas-
sette of the performances
given by club members on
our first Club Evening of the
current season.

I am sure both will prove
to be very popular.

Pam Davis

For Sale

Pablo de la Cruz
guitar, ¢.1990, cedar
top, good condition,
lovely tone, strong
sound. £1600 o.n.o.

Tel. Alison 01903
241080 (evenings).

-

V Wkst Sussex
Gudtar Club
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